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Historian Eric Hobsbawn used the idea of a “long” XIX 
century to refer to the time elapsed between 1789 and 
1914. Something similar is taking place with our “long” 
2020. The year began with the “October uprise” at the 
end of 2019 and continues to spread with the lockdowns 
and deferral of elections that we have experience during 
the first quarter of 2021. 

In our case, the October demonstrations were coupled 
with our annual survey, which allowed us to have data that 
picked up on what was taking place in the streets. One 
of the main findings was the way in which the perception 
of violence is being redefined. In fact, different events 
linked to the October social demands – such as corruption, 
company abuses or lack of efficiency of public services – 
were considered as violent or very violent. From that point 
onwards, that has all been a continuum for us. 

Throughout this long 2020, Espacio Público has been more 
present than ever. Following a trend that has been reiterated 
since its origin, we doubled our annual appearances in the 
media. This was spurred by two core projects: the reports 
about the development of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
our series of surveys that were carried out in conjunction 
with IPSOS. The reports regarding the pandemic represent 
one of the key features of Espacio Público’s perspective; 
that is, putting the evidence at the center of the debate 
and bring people with different professional views together 
to face the challenge of analyzing it in a collaborative way. 
Given the relevance of economic and health policies during 
the year 2020, our reports attracted the interest of the 
media and audiences that were not used to interact with 
us . This created new opportunities for advocacy, and also 
exposed us to critique we had not received before. These 

DIEGO PARDOW
EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT 
OF ESPACIO PÚBLICO
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were very intense months, and we were able to see the 
immeasurable generosity that our directors and executives 
put into their work.

At the same time, during 2020 we reaffirmed out alliance 
with IPSOS. As well as our traditional annual survey 
“Chilenas y chilenos hoy” (Today’s Chilean women and 
men), we developed specific instruments to describe 
the social mobilizations, assess the effectiveness of the 
various lockdowns and economic aid programs, the 
conditions required to carry out a safe referendum and the 
expectations of voters regarding their representatives for the 
Constitutional Convention. All these factors contributed to 
create better public information regarding the three topics 
that the public agenda focused on: the social outbreak, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the constitutional process. Once 
again, our efforts were focused on placing the evidence at 
the center of the debate.

This year has also allowed us to continue to solidify our 
regional leadership on matters of corruption and open an 
important advocacy space on sustainability matters. 
Regarding the former, we carried out at Latin American wide 
assessment of the performance of the justice system in its 
fight against corruption, we created proposals to improve 
the provision of infrastructure governance, continued to 
lead the Red de Anticorrupción de Latinamérica (ReAL) 
(Latin American Anticorruption Network) and supported 
projects that promoted investigative journalism. Regarding 
the latter, we took part in the creation of the Latin American 
Sustainability Network, alongside two Latin American 
think tanks, with whom we also developed regional scope 
proposals in economic recovery matters, as well as creating 
the instruments that promote the decarbonization of our 
productive sectors and the sustainability of our cities. 

On an internal level, Pía Mundaca joined the leadership 
of our executive team at the start of 2020, and at the end 
of the year we carried out the renewal of our Board with 
twelve new members. Today we have a newly energized 
executive team, as well as a professionally diverse Board 
that has equal number of men and women directors.

After that “long” XIX century that took place between 
the French Revolution and the First World War, followed a 
“short” XX century where history seemed to speed up and 
changes occurred at an increasingly faster pace. Everything 
suggests that the year 2021 shall in fact be short and swift. 
A tight election calendar, the social ramifications of the 
pandemic and a budding economic crisis, will be even bigger 
challenges than those faced the previous year. Fortunately, 
out effort thus far put us in a sound position to face them. 

We are building alliances with other social organizations 
to ensure that our plans for economic recovery are more 
effective in looking after our environment, as well as correct 
the devastating effects the pandemic has had regarding 
social equity issues. Our pledge is to continue to push for 
a resilient and inclusive recovery that endeavors to improve 
our future prospects regarding climate change, as well as 
the ever-growing inequality tasks of caring and recovering 
spaces for women to participate in the work force.
 
Finally, regarding constitutional matters we shall continue 
to provide quality information and evaluate the veracity of 
public discourse through our collaboration with the platform 
“Contexto”, whilst we create a new series of surveys with 
IPSOS designed to collect the citizen expectations about 
the constitutional process.

* As we usually do, we will once again put evidence at the center of the public policy debate.
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PIA MUNDACA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF ESPACIO PUBLICO

We prepared and published our institutional memoirs 
(reports), firstly, as an accountability and transparency 
exercise; but also as an opportunity to systematize and 
share our life path. At the end of the day, the memoir, 
as historian Laurence Van Ypersele says, “interprets 
and reconstructs the past reality in order to allow 
understanding of itself and of the world”. Espacio 
Público’s institutional memoirs for the years 2019 
and 2020 consolidate our projects and efforts during 
challenging and uncertain times for Chile as well as the 
entire human race. I hope that the reconstruction of the 
events also helps describe the kind of think tank that 
we are today and what we hope to contribute to the 
future of Chile and our region.  

During the years 2019 and 2020 we produced 34 
publications and 31 seminars on diverse public policy 
matters, some of them were the result of lengthy research 
projects and others were answers to suggestions to 
new and pressing discussions. Some examples of the 
latter were the proposals to materialize the request to 
reform Carabineros (Chilean enforcement police), the 
survey with information to contribute to the social and 
political crisis of October 2019, as well as our active 
commitment to ensure a constitutional process with 
clearly defined funding rules, an equally represented 
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Convention, and the inclusion of indigenous peoples. 
In 2020, due to the pandemic and its devastating 
consequences, we were challenged to contribute 
in a speedy, responsible, and diligent way to the 
new scenario we were facing, but also look after 
the commitments we were already actively a part 
of. A good example of this were our suggestions 
and proposals to carry out a safe referendum. The 
constitutional process sparked by the crisis of October 
2019 required exceptional measures in order to be 
safeguarded during the pandemic, without putting 
people’s lives at risk. In addition to the two documents 
with suggestions about how to carry out elections in 
the context of the pandemic, we carried out, alongside 
IPSOS, the “Conditions for a Safe Referendum” survey, 
which rendered important information regarding the 
citizen expectations and concerns about the process 
beginning on October 25th. 

The programming efforts of Espacio Público go hand 
in hand with our determination to reach a broader, 

more diverse audience, that brings Chile’s territorial 
heterogeneity together and solidifies our hope to 
be a think tank that provides quality evidence. The 
communicational figures clearly express this achievement: 
if during 2019 we have 1780 appearances, these were 
almost doubled in 2020, reaching 3171 appearances, 
which in turn considered a broader presence in different 
regional media. In the same way, the visits to our website 
rose almost 300% between 2019 and 2020.

Finally, we cannot escape the fact that our present has 
been built by everything we have experienced these 
past years. The pandemic has modified our criteria of 
what is normal, but it has also evidenced and deepened 
our shortcomings. All this, linked by the constitutional 
process Chile is going through, shows that the road 
taken is just as important as the result. This highlights our 
core conviction and grants us an opportunity to move 
forward with determination and distinction to build a 
more equitable, transparent, and democratic society. 
In times of uncertainty, that is our main conviction.



The years that Chile and
the world changed
Main events 2019-2020
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In October 2019, the country experienced a wave of unparalleled 
protests that took citizens to the streets demanding measures 
that would put an end to the huge inequalities and inequities 
they experienced day to day.

As of March 2020, all the countries in the world were faced with 
the largest health crisis in recent history, with loss of lives and 
stretching the healthcare system’s capacity to its limit. In Chile, 
the crisis also hit vulnerable sectors hard, with unprecedented 
social and economic consequences caused by confinement. 



15 ESPACIO PÚBLICO | REPORT 2020
2019

The years that Chile and the world changed  

At Espacio Público we have tried to be part of a constructive and urgent 
debate. In this line, during all of 2019 we analyzed all the measures taken by the 
Executive branch, proposed concrete actions to, for example, further the Anti-
abuse Agenda and materialize a Carabineros Reform. In the same way, we made 
ourselves available to the government in order to move forward in an honest 
and unconditioned dialogue that enabled us to end the political and social crisis.

Social Outbreak
October 2019
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Our goal is to continue working 
so that public debate is directed 
by evidence and social dialogue, 
so that we can build bridges 
between divergent positions 
and avoid entrenchments and 
politics based on prejudices.

Diego Pardow, 
Executive President.

This crisis reflects acute problems 
in our development model 
and way of social coexistence. 
Different term strategies are 
needed in order to take charge 
of the precariousness of those 
who have less, as well as the 
sense of impunity regarding the 
transgressions of authorities and 
groups of power.

Espacio Público’s Declaration, 
October 21st, 2019.
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Carabineros Reform
November 2019

*News from El Mostrador, November 27th, 2019. 

Amid the social crises, the directors of Espacio Público, 
Lucía Dammert and Mauricio Duce, presented a 
series of proposals to reform Carabineros de Chile 
and thus overcome the fulfillment, control and loss 
of legitimacy crisis that is widely perceived by the 
public. The measures aim to transform Carabineros 
in highly professional and specialized police bodies 
that satisfactorily fulfill the standards of efficacy and 
respect of the rights established by the Rule of Law.
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*Lucía Dammert in “Influyentes” on CNN Chile. November 8th, 2020.

*Mauricio Duce on TVN’s 24 horas. November 28th, 2019.

The evidence proves that the 
Carabineros crisis has been 
present for a long time.

Mauricio Duce,
Espacio Público Director. 

What we need is a road map 
because the government will 
not be able to do very much. It 
does not have much time left.

Lucía Dammert, 
Espacio Público Director. 
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Mobilization Survey 2019
Espacio Público - Ipsos. 
December 2019

With the purpose of analyzing the leadership of the authorities 
that had to face the social crisis and take on the measures 
that could help solve the conflict, Espacio Público and IPSOS 
carried out the Mobilization Survey 2019 (Encuesta Movilización 
2019). It was done to men and women from every region of the 
country, who were 18 years of age or older on November 22nd 
and 26th. One of the main finds that this study revealed was 
that “the empathy and adequate knowledge of the struggles 
Chilean people experience” is the most important characteristic 
that leaders must have in order to guide the solution to the 
crisis. Additionally, the survey showed a high approval to “that 
what has taken place so far is necessary to create changes in 
the country”, with 68%.

We seek to add evidence 
to help build public policies 
and improve the quality of our 
debates. Given the situation 
our country is in, we believe 
it is urgent to have data 
regarding the population’s 
perceptions that allow us to 
better understand the context 
of the social mobilization.

Diego Pardow,
Executive President.
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This process, as with all elections, 
must have clear financing 
rules, must be transparent and 
guarantee adequate controls, 
checks and sanctions. It is 
urgent to regulate this matter 
in order to have a sound and 
legitimate process. 

María Jaraquemada, 
Espacio Público’s Advocacy Director

At Espacio Público we firmly believe in democracy 
and in the importance of institutions to lead Chile to 
inclusive and sustainable development. Therefore, 
we fully support the constitutional process from the 
onset and publicly declare our choice for Approval 
(Apruebo). We join the process with enthusiasm 
and propose concrete action to guarantee gender 
equality, representation of indigenous peoples, 
actual participation of independent groups and the 
transparency of the financing of the campaigns.

Constitutional Process
April 2020
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Reports:
“Development of the spread and 

fatalities caused by COVID-19”
April 2020

In moments of crisis, such as at the start of 2020 
when the COVID-19 began to develop worldwide, 
we believed it was fundamental to provide tools 
that would highlight public information and monitor 
the health policies related to this scenario. This is 
why since March 19th, 2020, Espacio Público has 
made our COVID Report available to the public. 
This report started analyzing the pandemic on a 
daily basis and later on a weekly basis. The report 
team, to date, is made up of Diego Pardow, Espacio 
Público’s Executive President; Eduardo Engel, Pablo 
Simonetti and Eduardo Undurraga, all directors of 
Espacio Público, Camila Arroyo (from March 19th 
to September 8th, 2020) and Catalina Gómez, a 
researcher at Espacio Público.

The periodical publication became a reference and 
allowed that, after the team’s observations, the 
authorities could adjust some of the health policies 
that were being adopted at that time. 

*News in La Tercera. April 22nd, 2020.
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*News in La Segunda. June 5th, 2020. 

Our goal has always been to inform the public opinion about what is 
going on with the pandemic, offer a balanced comparison and suggest 
a sound public policy. 

Eduardo Engel, 
Espacio Público´s Director 
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How does the 
Metropolitan Region 
Experience lockdown?
IPSOS and 
Espacio Público Survey
June 2020

As well as monitoring the pandemic, Espacio Público 
and IPSOS looked for a way to describe the way 
that the population of the Greater Santiago Area 
was experiencing lockdown due to the health crisis. 
This involved looking into what their behavior and 
perceptions regarding mobility were, as well as the 
labor and social policy aspect of it. In Santiago, 
the survey was done remotely through web and 
telephone surveys between June 12th and June 
16th. Around 800 people who were 18 years of age 

*News in La Tercera. June 23rd, 2020.

or older and resided in the boroughs in lockdown in 
the Metropolitan Region. 
One of the main results of the study is that lockdowns 
are experienced unequally. Additionally, there was 
a high impact in the income and work activity of 
people, but not necessarily in their mobility. Similarly, 
the collected data sustained that the measures put 
in place by the authority to face the crisis, at that 
moment, were not enough to ensure that families 
could face this health and economic crisis. 
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*News in La Tercera. June 23rd, 2020.

In our survey with IPSOS, we hoped to corroborate with some institutions 
and put information on the table, so that whoever needs to make a decisions 
has the most and best tools to do so.

Pía Mundaca,
Espacio Público’s 
Executive Director.
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How do other regions experience lockdown?
IPSOS and Espacio Público Survey
July 2020

Once aware of the results of the survey done in the Metropolitan Region, this 
was also done to men and women, 18 years of age or older, who resided in 
the boroughs of Iquique, Alto Hospicio, Antofagasta, Calama, Viña del Mar, 
Valparaíso, Rancagua and Machalí. Thus, our survey was composed of 800 cases.



26 ESPACIO PÚBLICO | REPORT 2020
2019

The years that Chile and the world changed  

*News in Antofagasta’s El Mercurio. July 15th, 2020.  

This survey done in other regions confirmed the 
conclusions drawn from the first version of the 
survey done in Santiago. We observed that the 
lockdown had also been experienced unequally 
along the country’s population, although outside 
of the capital some matters are more nuanced, 
such as the impact of the crisis on socioeconomic 
groups. In addition to this, the data showed that 

the health crisis has had a high impact in people’s 
salaries and labor activity, but not in their mobility. 
Similarly, according to the survey, public policies 
have not matched up to the magnitude of the 
impact the health and economic crisis has had in 
peoples’ lives, and although advances have been 
made in the coverage and focus of state benefits, 
public opinion is still very low.
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Plataforma Contexto / Contexto Factual 
August 2020

Espacio Público, Corporación Humanas, Universidad 
Diego Portales and Observatorio Ciudadano launched 
Plataforma Contexto with the aim of promoting active 
and informed citizen engagement in the constitutional 
process, monitoring its different facets and stages.

One of the four components of the Contexto project 
is the Contexto Factual public discourse verification 
center. Its team applies verification methods to public 
discourse and creates news content. Additionally, thanks 
to its alliance with Interpreta – an organization that works 
on identifying hate speech on social media – helps 
detect disinformation campaigns on these platforms.

*News in Publimetro. January 10th, 2021.
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What were the people’s expectations and 
concerns regarding the constitutional process: 
What were the necessary conditions to carry out 
safe and participatory voting? Amidst the health 
crisis, IPSOS and Espacio Público looked to describe 
the views and attitudes of the public around conducting 
the referendum of October 25th and the constitutional 
process that could begin if the Approve option won. 

The survey was done online between August 14th and 
19th, to men and women 18 years of age or older in all 
the regions of the country. This sample was made up 
of 800 cases.

La encuesta mostró una valoración positiva hacia el 

Conditions for a Safe Referendum 
IPSOS – Espacio Público Survey

August 2020 

The start of the constitutional 
process is still, for most people, an 
event brimming with expectations 
and positive feelings, that frame 
the hope of a better democracy 
and a better country. It is the start 
of an unprecedented process in 
our history, and the participation 
prospect reflects this.

Pía Mundaca,
Espacio Público’s Executive Director 



29 ESPACIO PÚBLICO | REPORT 2020
2019

The years that Chile and the world changed  

The survey revealed a favorable assessment 
towards the constitutional process (41% sees it 
as an “opportunity for change”, 19% describes 
it with the word “hope”), and only a minority 
of people feel uncertainty or simply negative 
emotions towards it. Additionally, it is highly 
perceived that this opportunity will create positive 
changes in the country (65%), in democracy and 
in people’s lives.

Regarding the vote of October 25th, a high 
willingness to exercise the vote was perceived 
(78%), albeit with a concern of contracting the 
virus at the voting centers.
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Webinar “Corruption during the pandemic: 
What is the Latin American situation?”

Red Anticorrupción Latinoamericana (ReAL)
September 2020

With regards to the pandemic and the health 
crisis that Latin America and the world still face, 
most countries have had to take measures to 
face the emergency. Thus, public spending has 
risen, which adds to a previous institutional deficit 
and an increased relaxation of transparency and 
accountability standards. This is why the Red 
Anticorrupción Latinoamericana (ReAL) identified 
prevention measures, by way of standards and 
indexes applied at a regional level in order to 
compare the standards of probity in ReAL member 
countries during the pandemic. 

The main finds of the “Regional report on transparency, 

*Webinar “Corruption during the pandemic:
What is the Latin American situation?”

In the photo (left to right): Roberto De Michele, María 
Jaraquemada, Nelly Luna and Pablo Hurtado.

accountability and corruption control linked to the 
pandemic and economic recovery”, were presented 
by Espacio Público’s Advocacy Director and ReAL 
coordinator, María Jaraquemada, in the webinar 
*Webinar “Corruption during the pandemic: What is 
the Latin American situation?”, organized by ReAL.

Some of the people who took part in the event 
were Pablo Hurtado, executive secretary of the 
Research and Social Studies Association (RSSA) of 
Guatemala; Roberto de Michele, director of the 
Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo transparency 
and integrity cluster and Nelly Luna, founder and 
editor of Ojo Público and member of Red Peralta.

In many countries it is not easy 
to fine or process information 
regarding the percentage of 
direct purchases in public 
purchases done during the 
pandemic (…) academia, 
the civil society and experts 
must be an active part of the 
solutions.

María Jaraquemada, 
Espacio Público’s 
Advocacy Director
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Report “Targeting the youth: 
Discrimination, violence and stigmatization 
in Latin America and the Caribbean” 
Espacio Público - IDRC 
October 2020

What role does violence play in the lives of the youth? This was 
the key questions that guided the investigation carried out by 
Espacio Público alongside the support of the International Center 
for Development Research (ICDR), and whose main findings are 
states in the report: “Targeting the youth: Discrimination, violence 
and stigmatization in Latin America and the Caribbean”.

The report stemmed from an investigation carried 
out in 2017 and that was the foundation for the book 
“Millennials in Latin America and the Caribbean: work 
or study?” (Millennials en América Latina y el Caribe: 
¿estudiar o trabajar?). In that instance, over 60 focus 
groups were done with young people in Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay, in order to find out what their educational and 
professional aspirations were. In these conversations, 
violence in all its forms – physical, structural, and 
symbolic – came up transversally and turned out to be a 
defining factor in their lives. This led us to reassess the 
collected information and hone in on the role violence 
plays in the lives of the youth in this region.

The main results of the study were presented by Eleonora 
Nun, a psychologist and researcher of Espacio Público, 
in a virtual launch that included the involvement of Pía 
Mundaca, Espacio Público’s Executive Director, Carolina 
Robino from IDRC, Fidel de Rooy of Flacso Costa Rica, 
and comments by Martín Hopenhayn, professor and 
researcher of Universidad Diego Portales, and Celina 
de Sola, cofounder of Glasswing International NGO.
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*Launch Report “Targeting Youth”.
In the photo (left to right):

Pía Mundaca, Eleonora Nun, Celina de Sola,
Martín Hopenhayn, Carolina Robino and Fidel de Rooy.

For the youth of the region, violence is a reality of their daily lives that not made up 
only of sporadic events, it also has a huge impact on their biographical trajectories. 
Violence is omnipresent and is not only physical: it is workplace discrimination, abusive 
relationships, stigmatizations in the city, sexism in the family, as well as being deprived 
of opportunities.

Eleonora Nun, 
Espacio Público’s Researcher
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Sustainable Latin America 
November 2020

The strategic alliance pushed forward by 
Espacio Público and the think tanks Ethos, from 
Mexico, and Transforma, from Colombia, seeks 
to encourage sustainable, socially equitable 
and resilient reactivation to Latin American 
climate change. The work is centered around 
the construction of specific recommendations to 
recover more effectively from the crisis caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with socially equitable and 
ecologically sustainable conditions in order to plan 
and implement recovery processes.

*Launch of “Sustainable Latin America”. In the photo-
graph (left to right): Ana María Tribín, Rolando Ocam-

po, Pía Mundaca, Karla Maas and María Laura Rojas. 

In December 2020, the alliance presented its first 
document with regional suggestions, focused on 
strategies, actions and policies for an equitable and 
resilient recovery in the Latin American context and 
consistent with the fulfillment of the Sustainable 
Development and Climate Action Objectives Agenda. 
The launch of these initiatives was done in a webinar 
on November 25th; some of the people who took part 
were Ana María Tribín, UNDP Latin America and the 
Caribbean public policy expert; Karla Maas, advisor 
for LAC-Climate Action Network (CAN) – Reactivación 
Transformadora; Rolando Ocampo, ECLAC Statistics 
Division Director.
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What kind of constituents do 
we want in the Convention? 

IPSOS – Espacio Público Survey 
November 2020

What kind of constituents do Chileans want 
in the constitutional organ? What are the 
issues that must be prioritized in the writing 
of a new Carta Magna? After the Approve option 
triumphed in the Referendum, IPSOS and Espacio 
Público researched the voters’ preferences regarding 
the kinds of people they want their constituents to be.

The survey was carried out online between October 
19th and 24th to men and women, 18 years of age 
or older, in all the regions of the country. The sample 
was made up of 602 cases. 

*News on CNN Chile. November 3rd, 2020. 

The results clearly show the desire for 
candidates who are knowledgeable in 
constitutional matters, people without 
political background, but not without 
a political preference. Additionally, the 
importance to ensure the participation 
of independent parties in the 
convention is evident, turning out to 
be a very important characteristic for 
the people who were surveyed.
 
Pía Mundaca, 
Espacio Público’s Executive Director.
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According to the survey results, 77% 
of the population plans on voting 
in the constituents’ election in April 
of 2021, 14% is unsure and only 9% 
says that they will not vote. 

The population, however, is more disperse 
regarding the attributes constituents must have. 
22% believes they must pe experts on constitutional 
matters, 19% that they must be trustworthy, 14% 
that they must be capable of reaching agreements, 
and 13% believes they must be people who fight 
for what they believe in. Additionally, for 77% of 
the population, the constituents’ most important 
attribute is their educational level, above all others, 
such as independence from political parties (59%) 
and their political opinions or tendencies (56%).
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Launch 
Migration Pact 

Observation 
(Observatorio Pacto Mundial)

November 2020

How have Latin American countries carried of the World 
Migration Pact? In order to answer these questions, Espacio Público, 
alongside Avina and Colunga foundations, launched the World Migration 
Pact Observation. This analysis and assessment platform seeks to lay 
down Human Rights’ standings regarding migration policies in Latin 
American countries.

To achieve this, we have been working with a network of regional 
organizations that applied the same assessment to migration public 
policies in each of their countries, according to the standards established 
by the World Pact, thus creating a national and regional analysis regarding 
the execution of the pact. 

* Launch of Migration Pact Observation. In the 
photograph (left to right):

Pía Mundaca, Manuel Arís, Pamela Ríos, Pablo 
Valenzuela and José Guillermo Joechlin.

The main results of the project were presented at a virtual launch in 
which Pamela Ríos, director of migrations foundation Fundación Avina, 
Pablo Valenzuela, member of Futuro Común, José Guillermo Koechlin, 
academic from Peru’s Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya, and Pía 
Mundaca, Espacio Público’s Executive Director, took part. 

Our challenge today is 
creating visibility around 
women migrants. This is 
important for our public 
policies because it forces us 
to see what spaces they are 
entering.
 
Pía Mundaca, 
Espacio Público’s
Executive Director
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Conversation Rounds - 
Violence in Chile:

How can we face it?
December 2020

The social outbreak forcefully installed the subject of violence within Chile’s 
public debate. But the observations around this phenomenon have focused 
only on a superficial position regarding whether it is condemned or not, 
disregarding the depth of its causes, the diversity of its manifestations and its 
omnipresence in the daily life of Chilean people. Therefore, violence has been 
consolidated as a way for people to interact between themselves and with 
institutions. 

In December 2019, our survey “Chilenas y chilenos 
hoy” (Today’s Chilean women and men), which we 
carried out alongside IPSOS, stated that 65% of the 
population feels that we are a violent society, and 
48% believe that any transition process requires some 
degree of violence. On the other hand, the legitimacy 
of the use of violence in protests is particularly high 
within younger groups, which presents a generational 
challenge in the handling of this issue. 
Additionally, the same study showed that for a large 
portion of citizens there are certain matters – such 
as pensions sums, the price of medication, impunity 
of white-collar crimes, or police brutality – that are 

considered more violent that barricades, looting or not 
paying for public transport. 
With the conviction that public debate must be nourished 
with evidence and taking into account the deep thoughts 
developed by academia around this matter, Espacio 
Público carried out the 2020 Conversation Round – 
“Violence in Chile: How can we face it?”, organized 
with the Violence Studies Network. During the four 
sessions that were held, which invited actors from 
different areas, we were able to delve into, discuss and 
learn about violence. The conversations were sparked 
by the presentation of research on the issue, followed 
by observations from the rest of the panel.
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During the first session, titled “Youth and 
violence, continuity and pragmatism”, 
the motivation was under the charge of 
Eleonora Nun, Espacio Público researcher 
and author of the report “Targeting Youth: 
discrimination, violence and stigmatization in 
Latin America and the Caribbean”. The panel 
moderator was Paula Escobar, journalist, and 
columnist, and included Martín Hopenhayn, 
philosopher and academic from Universidad 
Diego Portales, Jorge Gatete, Núcleo 
Milenio Imhay researcher and academic from 
Universidad de los Andes, and Constanza 
Michelson, psychoanalyst and author of “50 
Sombras de Freud”, “Neurotic@s” and “Hasta 
que valga la pena vivir”. 

*Session 1, 2020 Conversation Rounds – Violence in Chile: How can we face it? In 
the photograph (left to right): Eleonora Nun, Martín Hopenhayn, Pía Mundaca, 
Paula Escobar, Constanza Michelson and Jorge Gaete.

After the first session, the second one was 
called “Good treatment, dignity and 
institutional violence”. This session was 
moderated by Pía Mundaca, Espacio Público’s 
Executive Director, and was motivated by 
Kathya Araujo, director of Centro Núcleo 
Milenio Autoridad y Asimetrías de Poder 
(NUMAAP), professor and researched of 
the Advances Studies Institute (IDEA) of 
Universidad de Chile. The panel was made 
up of Francisca Rengifo, History PhD from 
Universidad Católica de Chile and researcher 
of Universidad Adolfo Ibañez Political History 
Research Center, Ruth Olate, former president 
of the Female Private Household Workers 
Union and Secretary General of Female Private 
Household Workers Confederation of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and congressman 
Giorgio Jackson.

*Session 2, 2020 Conversation Rounds – Violence in Chile: How can we face 
it? In the photograph (left to right): Pía Mundaca, Francisca Rengifo, Kathya 

Araujo, Giorgio Jackson and Ruth Olate.
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*Session 3, 2020 Conversation Rounds – Violence in Chile: How can we face it? In the 
photograph (left to right): Alejandra Luneke, Bárbara Callejas, 

Macarena Lescornez, Marcela Bravo and Claudia Castro.

The final session was called “How to control 
violence in the public space?” with a 
presentation by Ismael Puga, professor of 
Social Sciences from Universidad Central and 
doctor in Sociology from Berlin’s Humboldt 
University. The panel included Carolica 
Leitao, mayor of the borough of Peñalolén, 
Daniel Johnson, Fundación Paz Cuidadana’s 
Executive Director, Lucía Dammert, professor 
from Universidad de Santiago and director at 
Espacio Público, and Felipe Harboe, Senator 
and former subsecretary of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (2006-2008). The dialogue was 
moderated by Patricio Fernández, founder of 
The Clinic and director at Espacio Público.

*Session 3, 2020 Conversation Rounds – Violence in Chile: How can we face it? 
In the photograph (left to right): Patricio Fernández, Ismael Puga,  Lucía Dam-
mert, Daniel Johnson, Carolina Leitao and Felipe Harboe.

“Violence and territory” were the key 
issues for the third and penultimate session 
of the 2020 Conversation Rounds. It was held 
by Alejandra Luneke, Doctor in Sociology 
and researched of the Center for Sustainable 
Urban Development (CEDEUS), of the Social 
Conflict and Cohesion Studies Center (COES), 
and Núcleo Milenio Autoridad y Asimetrías de 
Poder (IDEA-USACH). After her presentation, 
there was a conversation moderated by the 
journalist and director of The Clinic, Macarena 
Lescornez and included the participation of 
Marcela Bravo, General Manager of Acción 
Empresas, Bárbara Callejas Techo Chile’s 
Social Real-estate Social Manager, and Claudio 
Castro, mayor of the borough of Renca. 
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31
seminars and 
webinars.

Between 2019 and 2020

4 
legislative 
recommendations.

34 
reports and 
publications.

15 
meeting with 
authorities in 2019
 28
in 2020.

1.780 
appearances in the press in 2019

3.171 in 2020.

WE PUBLISHED:

WE CARRIED OUT WE HELD
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+ de 16.000 views on 
our YouTube channel.

+ de 12.000 
followers on Instagram

+ de 8.000 
followers on Facebook

+ de 2.000 
followers on Linkedin

+ de 54.000 
followers on Twitter

Our website was visited 185.545 times 
in 2019 and 542.432 times in 2020.
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Income due to Alliance

Salaries

Office Rent

Research Expenses

Depreciation

Exchange difference

599.459 805,1

599.459 805,1

-224.265 -301,2
-183.742 -246,8
-179.201 -240,7
-73.083 -98,1
-21.841 -29,3
-6.352 -8,5
-2.361 -3,2

-690.845 -927,8

-91.386 -122,7

-2.540 -3,4
4.022 5,4

1.482 2,0

-89.904 -120,7

OPERATIONAL INCOME

OPERATIONAL INCOME

OPERATIONAL RESULT

NON-OPERATIONAL RESULT

RESULTS OF THE YEAR

NON-OPERATIONAL INCOME/OUTFLOW

INCOME STATEMENTS

Total Operational Income

Total Operational Income

Honorariums and Other Services

Office Materials

Banking expenses

Administrative Expenses

Pesos Dollars

Sum in thousands
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Current provision due to employee benefits

Cash flow created by operational activities (results of the year). -89.904 -120,7

877 1,2
2.361 3,2

62.932 84,5

-43.380 -58,3

0 0,0

707.715 950,4

26.266 35,3

-614.335 -825,0

101.402 136,2

93.380 125,4

127.668 171,5

-67.114 -90,1

ADJUSTMENTS DUE TO GAINS RECONCILIATION (DEFICIT)

CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM INVESTMENT ACTIVITIES

CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM FUNDING ACTIVITIES

TOTAL CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM FUNDING 
ACTIVITIES

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR

CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Depreciation
Rise in bills due to commercial charges

Rise in bills due to commercial payments

Purchase of real estate, installations, and equipment.

Alliance contributions

Cash net decrease and cash equivalent

Projects’ accountability

Cash and cash equivalent at the start of the year

Total flow caused by operational activities. 

Pesos Dollars

Sum in thousands
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Income due to Alliance

Salaries

Offices Rent

Research Expenses

Depreciation

Exchange difference

720.124

720.124

1.012,5

1.012,5

-282.332 -397,0
-161.754 -227,4
-153.227 -215,4
-61.149 -86,0
-20.446 -28,7
-3.623 -5,1
-1.711 -2,4

-684.242 -962,0

35.882 50,4

-2.048 -2,9
-3.143 -4,4

-5.191 -7,3

30.691 43,2

OPERATIONAL INCOME

OPERATIONAL INCOME

OPERATIONAL RESULT

NON-OPERATIONAL RESULT

YEARLY RESULTS

NON-OPERATIONAL INCOME/OUTFLOW

INCOME STATEMENTS

Total Operational Income

Total Operational Income

Honorariums and Other Services

Office Materials

Banking expenses

Administrative Expenses

Pesos Dollars

Sum in thousands

2020 Financial Statements  
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Current provision due to employee benefits

Cash flow created by operational activities (results of the year) 30.691 43,2

2.739 3,9
1.711 2,4

20.291 28,5

-132.392 -186,1

0 0,0

715.765 1.006,4

4.903 6,9

-633.902 -891,3

127.668 179,5

81.863 115,1

132.571 186,4

-76.960 -108,2

ADJUSTMENTS DUE TO GAINS RECONCILIATION (DEFICIT)

CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM INVESTMENT ACTIVITIES

CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM FUNDING ACTIVITIES

TOTAL CASHFLOW ORIGINATED FROM FUNDING 
ACTIVITIES

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR

CASH FLOW STATEMENT

Depreciation
Rise in bills due to commercial charges

Rise in bills due to commercial payments

Purchase of real estate, installations, and equipment.

Alliance contributions

Cash net decrease and cash equivalent

Projects’ accountability

Cash and cash equivalent at the start of the year

Total flow caused by operational activities 

Pesos Dollars

Sum in thousands

2020 Financial Statements  
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Collaborators

2019 2020

The Espacio Público collaborators provide financial 
contributions to the foundation with the goal of aiding 
the fulfillment of its goals. They provide base funding 
of the institution, which means that said funding is 
not to be used in research projects or specific items, 
o for any other condition. These contributions can 
be done periodically or one time. A collaborator is a 
person who has made financial contributions during 
the calendar year in which said contribution was made. 
Any natural person who is 18 years of age or older 
who believes that the impact of Espacio Público is 

relevant, as well as its vision and values, can become a 
collaborator of Espacio Público. Legal persons, be they 
profitable or non-profits, can also be collaborators, as 
long as they – the company or its directors – coincide 
with the agenda, values and/or objectives of Espacio 
Público; this is subject to the strict restrictions regarding 
conflicts of interest.
No collaborators, independently if they are a natural 
or legal person, can make an individual contribution, 
within a calendar year, that is superior to 20% of the 
foundation’s total annual budget.

Alejandra Mizala
Alejandro Ferreiro
Andrea Butelmann
Andrea Repetto
Antonio Díaz
Clemente Pérez
Daniela Ejsmentewicz
Diego Pardow
Eduardo Bitrán
Lucía Dammert
Luis Cordero
Mauricio Duce
Max Spiess
Nicole Nehme
Pablo García
Pablo Simonetti
Patricio Fernández
Sebastián Gray
Valentina Durán
Verónica Undurraga

Alejandra Mizala
Alejandro del Castillo
Alejandro Majlis
Álvaro Gómez
Álvaro Vilaplana
Andrea Butelmann
Andrea Repetto
Andrea Yáñez
Antonio Díaz
Benjamín Mordoj
Bernardita Piedrabuena
Bruno Melo
Carolina Marré
Carolina Urrejola
Cecilia Rojas
Cecilia Valdés
Claudio Seebach
Clemente Pérez
Eduardo Bitrán
Eugenio Tironi

Felipe Ajenjo
Gabriel Chemsi
Ignacio Hurtado
Ignacio Rivas
Leonardo Juacida
Leonardo Suárez
Lionel Real Santis
Loreto Rodríguez
Luis Cordero
Luis Weinstein
Magdalena Balcells
María de la Luz Velasco
Mariana Alarcón
Martín Engel
Matías Meza
Mauricio Duce
Max Spiess
Nicole Nehme
Pablo Fuenzalida
Pablo García

Pablo Simonetti
Patricio Fernández
Pilar Velasco
Riola Solano
Rocío Noriega
Rodrigo Ferrada
Sebastian De Vidts
Sebastián Gray
Sebastián Kraljevich
Teodoro Wigodski
Valentina Durán
Vanessa Barros
Verónica Undurraga
Viviana Muñoz

Collaborators  
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Funding Sources

Espacio Público’s funding sources are institutions that provide funds for the development 
of research or advocacy activities in Espacio Público’s interest areas, in order to provide 
evidence to political discussions. For the most part, these are organizations or foundations 
whose objectives are linked to social and/or economic development in Chile and the region. 
If there is funding from Chilean public institutions, it must be obtained by public tender. 

Center of Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), Unites States 
Embassy

Agencia Chilena de Cooperación 
Internacional para el Desarrollo 
(AGCID) (Chilean International 
Cooperation Agency for Development), 
Fundación Avina, Fundación Colunga, 
Fundación Luksic, Undersecretary of 
Rights and total donation of Espacio 
Público collaborators (20 members)

Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo 
(BID), CAF - banco de desarrollo de 
América Latina, Ford Foundation, 
National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED)

Tinker Foundation Inc, International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC)

European Climate Foundation (ECF), 
Fundación Avina, International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), Organización de los Estados 
Americanos (OEA), Southern Voice, 
Universidad Francisco Gavidia (El 
Salvador)

Agencia Chilena de Cooperación 
Internacional para el Desarrollo 
(AGCID) (Chilean International 
C o o p e r a t i o n  A g e n c y  f o r 
Development), BHP CHILE INC, Flacso 
Costa Rica, Fundación Colunga, Pan 
American Development Foundation 
(PADF and total donation of Espacio 
Público collaborators (54 members)
Interamerican Bank of Development 
(BID), CAF - banco de desarrollo 
de América Latina (Latin American 
Development Bank)

Ford Foundation, National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED)

CONTRIBUTION (Rang) 2019 2020

< 20 million

20 - 50 million

50 - 100 million

> 100 million

Funding Sources  
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