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Since the social crisis of 2019, then passing through the 
COVID pandemic, Chile has been going through a long 
period of profound political, social, health and economic 
challenges. The year 2022, in particular, was marked by 
the beginning of the government of President Gabriel 
Boric, the work of the Constitutional Convention and, in 
September, by the categorical rejection of the proposed 
new constitution in the exit plebiscite, which radically 
changed the political scenario. 

On the economic front, the high inflation experienced 
by the country especially affected the most vulnerable 
households, with an annual increase of 28% in the basic 
food basket as of December. Thus, in 2022 we began a 
process of normalization of the macroeconomic imbalances 
accumulated in 2021, which were influenced, among other 
factors, by the withdrawal of pension funds. 

At the same time, public safety challenges were firmly on 
the public policy agenda, and several milestones in 2022 
reminded us of our fragilities and the challenges we have 
postponed. For example, the great fire in Viña del Mar, 
just days before Christmas, showed us how fragile we 
are in the face of climate change. At the same time, the 
rulings of August and November 2022 by the Supreme 
Court on Isapres showed us the effects of legislative 
inaction and the lack of agreements to address structural 
health problems, with their consequent judicialization. 

At the same time, there were positive advances that allow 

us to trust in the collective capacities of the country. The 
“Acuerdo por Chile” (“Agreement for Chile") widely reached 
in December 2022 to initiate a new constitutional process 
and seek the drafting of a new Fundamental Charter for 
the country showed commitment to dialogue, democracy, 
and the institutional path. This agreement established 
the Constitutional Bases on which the drafting of the new 
Constitution would be based.  On the other hand, the 
monetary and fiscal adjustment processes implemented 
in 2022 were fundamental to reestablish the necessary 
balance for sustainable growth. 

As an independent think tank, we have been available to 
contribute to an evidence-based dialogue. In 2022, we carried 
out the project “¿Cómo vemos el proceso constituyente?” 
("How do we see the constituent process?"), which included 
surveys and focus groups, and allowed us to follow up on 
the work of the Convention and the expectations of citizens. 
We also held the seminar #HablemosDeLaConstitución 
(#Let'sTalkAboutTheConstitution), which brought together 
a group of 16 international experts who participated in 
panel discussions on power distribution, social rights, 
plurinationality and the functioning of the constituent 
process. The book “Comisión de Sistema Político: 
Acuerdos y desacuerdos en los cimientos de la propuesta 
constitucional” ("Political System Commission: Agreements 
and disagreements in the foundations of the constitutional 
proposal") was also launched, which reviewed the ideas, 
positions, conversations and agreements reached in that 
instance. 
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The work carried out in 2022 included research on 
women's employment and reports within the framework 
of the Alianza Latinoamérica Sostenible (Sustainable Latin 
America Alliance), in which proposals and actions were 
presented to advance towards a sustainable recovery from 
the climate crisis and the impacts of the pandemic on 
vulnerable groups were analyzed: women, green jobs and 
rural indigenous communities. In the area of democracy 
and the fight against corruption, in 2022 we held the 
conference of the Red Anticorrupción Latinoamericana 
(ReAL) (Latin American Anti-Corruption Network): “Midiendo 
la corrupción en Latinoamérica: desafíos e innovaciones” 
("Measuring corruption in Latin America: challenges and 
innovations"), where the report “Indicador de Corrupción 
en Latinoamérica Implementación Piloto: Chile, Colombia 
y México” ("Corruption Indicator in Latin America Pilot 
Implementation: Chile, Colombia and Mexico") was 
presented. We also had international visitors, such as 
Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize winner in Economics, who 
gave a talk on "On the lack of resilience of the neoliberal 
model", and Michael Walton, an academic from the 
Kennedy School of Harvard University, who gave a seminar 
on "Inequality and poverty in Chile: an urgent challenge".

In the area of public safety, the first report on “Seguridad 
Pública: Tendencias recientes en crimen” ("Public Safety: 
Recent Trends in Crime") was launched, with the aim of 
contributing to the debate and supporting public policy 
proposals that will enable us to correctly address the 
problem. Finally, our directors provided technical support 

to the public policy debate by participating, for example, 
in the Comisión de Trabajo de la Cámara (House Labor 
Committee), with proposals for the Pension Reform.

The country faces enormous public policy challenges, and 
it is imperative to build agreements that allow us to move 
forward with concrete solutions. Looking ahead to 2023, 
one of the great challenges is to successfully complete 
the new constituent process, especially strengthening the 
political system, the governance of the country and the 
incentives to build agreements and effective responses 
to the demands of citizens. Agreeing on a new fiscal pact 
and making progress in pensions and health are other 
priority challenges for the country, as well as advancing 
in public security with a State perspective. 

Over the years we have maintained our commitment 
to the country's challenges, thanks to the support and 
contribution of those who have supported the work of 
Espacio Público and participated in our various initiatives. 
Going forward, we will maintain this commitment, 
especially in promoting the spaces for dialogue that the 
changes require, for which we hope to continue to count 
on the support of those who make our work for a more 
just, inclusive, and sustainable society possible. 
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Two years after the first case of Covid-19, 2022 was marked 
by the easing of sanitary measures and, with it, the return 
of face-to-face attendance in most Chilean activities, which 
allowed us to observe with perspective the effects that 
the pandemic produced in our society.

The foregoing was added to a critical international context, 
which forced it to face important challenges in political, 
social and economic matters that led the country to close 
with the highest inflation since 1991.
 
On the other hand, the work of the Constitutional Convention 
attracted great attention, with a process that began full 
of expectations and with high levels of hope, but that 
over the months (as our surveys on the subject showed) 
gradually declined into uncertainty and mistrust. Thus, 
the proposal for a new Constitution was rejected with 
62% in the Chilean national plebiscite on September 4, 

in a vote that brought back compulsory voting and, with 
it, an increase in participation with 12.8 million voters. 
This result forced the political forces to reconsider the 
mechanism to channel the debate and look for new 
options to satisfy the demand for a new Constitution 
that, according to different surveys, continues to be a 
latent aspiration.
 
Also, in recent years, various surveys have placed citizen 
security as one of the main concerns of the population. 
In fact, the Espacio Público – IPSOS survey “Chilenas y 
chilenos hoy” shows that between 2017 and 2021 this 
problem ranked at the top of the issues that most personally 
affect the people surveyed. During 2022, the demand for 
greater security was noted, posing the great challenge of 
generating agreements to materialize an effective public 
security agenda that provides responses to citizens.
 
A similar scenario is experienced in social security, with a 
bill in full discussion that seeks to reform, for the third time, 
the current pension system and will have the challenge 
of building a transversal pact.
 
In a context that demands agreements in different areas, 
at Espacio Público we made various investigations, opinion 
polls and action projects available to the authorities and 
citizens that would allow us to generate new reflections 
and elaborate public policy proposals that address deeply 
felt demands by the citizenship and which, if not resolved, 
could further weaken our institutions and increase mistrust 
in the political system.

2022: A YEAR THAT 
REMINDED US OF 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
AGREEMENTS
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The first job as a way to reduce 
violence and discrimination: 
the case of Arbusta

JANUARY 2022

How can quality work contribute to 
reducing discrimination and violence 
against women from vulnerable nei-
ghborhoods? This question was the 
focus of this project, which analyzed 
the effects of working at Arbusta, 
a Latin American IT company with 
operations in Argentina, Colombia, 
and Uruguay. 
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During the investigation, Espacio Público generated 
evidence about the central role that work plays in counte-
racting the effect of violence on the exclusion of access to 
opportunities in this population. The study was carried out 
between 2020 and 2021 and considered the participation 
of more than 150 Arbusta collaborators.

The results of the investigation were presented by Eleonora 
Nun and Teresa Ropert, researchers from Espacio Público, 
in the webinar “Good job against violence: the case of 

WEBINAR "Good work against violence: the case of Arbusta and its impact on the quality of life and its collaborators". In the image (from left to right) Alejandra 
Vargas, Teresa Ropert, Juan Pablo Pérez, Martina Deluchi, Eleonora Nun, Pía Mundaca and María Emilia Correa.

Arbusta and its impact on the quality of life and that 
of its collaborators”.

The instance included the opening words of Pía Mundaca, 
former executive director of Espacio Público, and Martina 
Deluchi, Human Capital Manager of Arbusta. The findings 
were commented on by Juan Pablo Pérez, researcher of 
the "Lives Under Siege" initiative of FLACSO Costa Rica; 
María Emilia Correa, co-founder of Sistema-B; and Alejandra 
Vargas, IDRC senior program specialist.
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Sustainable Latin America: 
Fair and resilient recovery in Latin 
America to face climate change

JANUARY 2022
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Colombia), the Global Alliance for Low Carbon Development 
Strategies Emissions and Climate Resilient (LEDS LAC) and 
the Transformative Reactivation initiative.

In three segments, fundamental issues were analyzed, 
such as the economic recovery measures that Latin 
American governments promoted to face the pandemic 
and how sustainable they have been; concrete proposals 
on energy and transport, as well as the opportunities for 
sustainable recovery that exist for Latin America and the 
Caribbean on the global agenda.

SUSTAINABLE LATIN AMERICA WEBINAR. In the image: Rodrigo Guerrero, Espacio Público researcher.

The complex context that Latin America is facing, derived 
from climate change and the reactivation of the COVID-19 
pandemic, requires proposals and actions that allow 
progress towards a sustainable and resilient recovery in 
the face of the climate crisis. That is why the Sustainable 
Latin America alliance, made up of Espacio Público from 
Chile, Transforma from Colombia and Ethos from Mexico, 
brought together experts from the region to address this 
issue, in an event

co-organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-
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“Our region is especially 
vulnerable to climate change, due 
to our dependence on natural 
resources and the economic 
sectors subject to it. In addition, it 
is important to note that it was in 
a context of economic recession 
before the pandemic”  

RODRIGO GUERRERO, 
Espacio Público researcher.
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Ipsos Project – Espacio Público: How 
do we see the constituent process? 
Looks at a historical moment

During 2022, this joint project be-
tween Ipsos and Espacio Público 
continued to monitor the expectations 
of the citizenship vs. constituent pro-
cess, with four deliveries, between 
January and August 2022, that were 
added to the two released during the 
previous year.
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Third installment
JANUARY 2022

The results showed a stabilization in the expectations of the citizenship against 
the Convention: For 53% of the population hope is a feeling that represented 
them a lot at that time in relation to the constituent process. It was followed 
by joy (47%), uncertainty (36%) and mistrust (32%). These indicators remai-
ned without major variations compared to the measurements of August and 
February 2021. Similarly, a high assessment of the ability to reach agreements 
was observed, in fact, 81% of people indicated that reaching agreements is 
the most appropriate attitude that the conventional ones should have, even 
if it implies giving in or giving up on some issues.
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NEWS in La Segunda, January 24, 2022.

“There is the challenge of reversing certain levels of mistrust 
that are deeply rooted in close to a third of the population, 
precisely the one that identifies with the right. It is hoped that 
the achievement of broad consensus will reverse the level of 
dissatisfaction with the work of the Convention in this group".

PÍA MUNDACA,
former executive director of Espacio Público.
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Fourth installment
APRIL 2022

This measurement was made when the work of the 
Convention began to enter its final stretch. The survey 
findings showed a drop in positive feelings about the 
process, and an increase in negative ones: hope and joy 
fell from previous measurements (53% vs. 39% and 47% 
vs. 32%, respectively), while fear and confusion increased 
significantly (22% vs. 33% and 19% vs. 24%, respectively).



26

ESPACIO PÚBLICO
ANNUAL REPORT

INTERVIEW with Manuel Arís, 
former director of Public Opinion, 

in La Segunda, April 19, 2022.
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PÍA MUNDACA, former executive director of Espacio Público, at Mesa Central, April 17, 2022.

“The recent delivery of the Espacio Público and Ipsos survey shows 
this dichotomy clearly. Through more than a year of measurements, 
the results have consistently shown that 80% of the population 
expects conventional members to give up their positions in order 
to reach agreements. However, currently, 70% declare that the 
Convention has acted in the opposite direction, with little willingness 
to agree and with its members locked into their particular positions”.

JAVIER SAJURIA,
director of Espacio Público.
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Fifth installment
JUNE 2022

With the work of the thematic com-
missions completed and a draft of 
a new Constitution on the verge of 
being delivered, Ipsos and Espacio 
Público presented the results of the 
fifth measurement of the project.

The aspect most valued by the citizens 

was the commitment to the work 
of the Convention, which obtained 
an average score of 4.8, while their 
statements to the press were poorly 
evaluated with an average score of 
4.2. It should be noted that, for the 
fifth consecutive time, more than 
70% of the people surveyed indicated 

that they expected the conventional 
ones to have an attitude tending 
towards agreements, even if this 
implied them to give in or give up 
on some issues. However, for 61% 
of the people, the members of the 
Constitutional Convention did not 
give up their positions.
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JAVIER SAJURIA, 
director of Espacio 

Público, at Mesa 
Central, June 19, 2022.

MAURICIO DUCE, 
director of Espacio 

Público, at Vía Pública, 
June 22, 2022.
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"There is a very large gap 
between the expectations that 
have been shown consistently 
during the process and what 
the public has perceived from 
the work of the members of the 
Convention".   

JAVIER SAJURIA, 
director of Espacio Público.
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Sixth installment
AUGUST 2022

Three weeks into the electoral cam-
paign for the exit plebiscite, Espacio 
Público and Ipsos Chile present the 
results of the sixth and last measu-
rement of this project. One of the 
notable aspects of the survey was 
that more than 80% of the people 
consulted were in favor of reforms, 
regardless of the result of the plebisci-
te. In addition, 22% of those surveyed 
gave a grade between 1 to 4 to the 
level of information they handled 
regarding the proposal, while 36% 
positioned themselves at number 5 
on the evaluation scale. It should be 
noted that 42% of people indicated 
that they felt very informed (grades 
6 to 7 on the scale).

COVER in La Segunda, 
August 1, 2022.
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COLUMN by Eduardo 
Engel in El Mercurio, 

July 31, 2022
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"The majority of Chileans are to 
the left of the current Constitution 
and to the right of the proposed 
new Constitution. The option 
that manages to convince the 
electorate that the necessary 
reforms will be made if they win, 
will win the plebiscite”.    

EDUARDO ENGEL, 
director of Espacio Público.
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Since 2017, Espacio Público has carried 
out a project with young journalists, 
with the aim of strengthening accoun-
tability to governments through the 
promotion of investigative journalism 
in the region, and the strengthening 
of the independent mediums of com-
munication. In these five years, more 
than 45 young journalists from Cuba, 
Nicaragua and Venezuela have been 
able to participate in training spaces, 
create contact networks with other 
journalists in the region, and share 
experiences with other people who, 
like them, have had to practice jour-
nalism in similar political contexts.

Investigative 
journalism in 
Cuba
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Despite the economic crisis in Cuba, 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
a group of journalists living in Hava-
na managed to carry out important 
investigations in this edition of the 
project, which were compiled in a digital 

publication and a second season of 
the podcast. "Cuba: new voices, new 
stories" that, throughout 4 chapters, 
allowed delving into the investigations 
and addressing the state of investigative 
journalism in Latin America.

NOTE in El País, June 27, 2022
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With the mission of contributing to a 
quality debate around the contents of 
the constitutional proposal presented 
and helping citizens to exercise their 
vote in an informed manner, Espacio 
Público held the seminar #Let'sTalkA-
boutTheConstitution (#Hablemos-
DeLaConstitución), at the Palacio La 
Moneda Cultural Center, one month 
after the exit plebiscite was held. The 
instance brought together a group of 
16 international experts who partici-
pated in four conversation panels:

Seminar 
#Let'sTalkAboutTheConstitution
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#Let'sTalkAboutDistribution (#HablemosdeDistribución) of 
Power, moderated by Diego Gil, academic at the Government School of the 
Catholic University of Chile, and made up of María Victoria Murillo, director of 
the Institute of Latin American Studies at Columbia University (USA); Gabriel 
Negretto, director of the Doctorate of the Institute of Political Science of the 
Catholic University of Chile and Julieta Suárez-Cao, associate professor of the 
Institute of Political Science of the Catholic University of Chile and member 
of the Network of Political Scientists.
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#Let'sTalkAboutSocialRights (#HablemosDeDerechosSociales) 
and the challenges of their implementation, moderated by Luis Cordero, 
academic at the University of Chile and former director of Espacio Público, 
and made up of Verónica Undurraga, academic at the Faculty of Law of the 
Adolfo Ibáñez University and director of Espacio Público; Rodrigo Uprimny, 
professor at the National University of Colombia, senior researcher at De-
justicia and member of the United Nations Committee of Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights and Joan Subirats, minister of Universities of Spain and 
expert in public policy as panelists.
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#Let'sTalkAboutPlurinationality (#HablemosDePlurinacionalidad) 
and its scope, moderated by Dany Jaimovich, academic, doctorate director 
of Economics at the University of Talca and director of Espacio Público, and 
made up of Jorge Comtesse, tenured professor at Rutgers Law School (USA) 
and associate professor of the Diego Portales University and Shireen Morris, 
full professor at Macquarie University (Australia).
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#Let'sTalkAboutTheConstituentProcess (#HablemosDelPro-
cesoConstituyente) as an opportunity to process our conflicts, moderated 
by economist Andrea Repetto, academic at the Adolfo Ibáñez University and 
director of Espacio Público, and made up of Kathya Araujo, academic at the 
University of Santiago de Chile, Patricio Fernández, formerly conventional 
constituent and director of Espacio Público and Marta Ruiz, Commissioner 
of the Commission for the clarification of the truth, coexistence and non-re-
petition of Colombia.



41

ESPACIO PÚBLICO
ANNUAL REPORT

“Regardless of the option we choose, from Espacio Público we 
believe it is essential that the decision be informed, taking into 
account all the elements that allow us to decide”.

PAULA BENAVIDES,
executive president of Espacio Público.
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Women, Green Jobs and Indigenous Peoples: Paving 
the Way for a Just and Resilient Recovery in Latin America

Two years after the start of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the effects derived 
from the health crisis have continued 
to generate multiple impacts in Latin 
American countries. In addition to the 
economic consequences, the region 
has regressed in terms of energy tran-
sition, while environmental policy has 
ceased to be a priority, neglecting the 
needs to respond to climate change.

Against this background, the pandemic 
has exacerbated structural gaps affec-
ting already vulnerable communities. 
For this reason, this report from the 
Sustainable Latin America alliance 
presented a diagnosis of the impacts 
of the pandemic on three vulnerable 
groups of interest in Mexico, Chile and 
Colombia: women, green jobs and 
rural indigenous communities, and 
proposed a series of recommendations 
for the region.

AUGUST 2022
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Discussion: OECD Economic Study 
for Chile 2022

SEPTEMBER 2022

ECONOMIC STUDY CONVERSATION of the OECD for Chile 2022. In the image (from left to right): Juan 
Carlos Jobet, Paula Benavides, Paula Margaretic, Jens Arnold, Juan Pablo Medina and Rodrigo Valdes.

How has Chile recovered from the 
pandemic? How could the reforms 
increase tax revenues, expand social 
protection and improve productivity? 
These were some of the questions 
addressed in the Conversation: OECD 
Economic Study for Chile 2022, or-
ganized by Espacio Público and the 
Business School of the Adolfo Ibáñez 
University (UAI), and which brought 
together Jens Arnold, Deputy Head 
of Division and Economist responsible 
for Argentina, Colombia and Chile in 
the OECD Department of Economics; 
Paula Benavides, Executive President 
of Espacio Público; Juan Pablo Medina, 
researcher and academic at the UAI 
Business School; Rodrigo Valdés, 
Director of Espacio Público and Juan 
Carlos Jobet, dean of the UAI Business 
School and former bi-minister of 
Energy and Mining.
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Book: 
“Political System 
Commission: 
Agreements and 
disagreements 
on the 
foundations of 
the constitutional 
proposal”

OCTOBER 2022
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The constituent process that started in 2019 was named as 
one of the most important political events since the return 
to democracy in Chile and the fact that it was the citizens 
who decided to draw up a new Magna Carta was a fact 
recognized worldwide. In addition, it stood out for being 
the body with the greatest political diversity in the history 
of Chile: gender parity among its members, seats reserved 
for the ten indigenous peoples recognized by the State, and 
high representation of people without political militancy.

After the work carried out, the proposal prepared by the 
Convention was rejected with close to 62% of the votes, 
in a historic vote that had the participation of 85.8% of the 
electoral roll, in which there was also compulsory voting. 
In this context, Espacio Público, with the support of the 

Embassy of Canada, presented the book "Political System 
Commission: Agreements and disagreements on the 
foundations of the constitutional proposal", to review and 
analyze the ideas, positions, conversations and agreements 
that took place at the Santiago headquarters of the National 
Congress between July 4, 2021 and July 4, 2022.

The launch was carried out virtually and included the 
participation of Paula Benavides, executive president of 
Espacio Público, Michale Gort, Canadian Ambassador, 
Valentina Matus, journalist, author of the book and 
editor of Contexto Factual, Valeria Palanza, dean of the 
Faculty of History, Geography and Political Science from 
the Catholic University of Chile, and Magdalena Vergara, 
director of studies at IdeaPaís.

LAUNCH OF THE BOOK “Political System Commission: Agreements and disagreements on the foundations of the constitutional proposal”. In the image 
(from left to right): Valentina Matus, Magdalena Vergara, Valeria Palanza, Michael Gort, and Paula Benavides.
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Meeting with Joseph Stiglitz at Espacio Público: 
"On the lack of resilience of the neoliberal model"

Focusing on analyzing the neoliberal system, its response 
to world crises and alternatives to the model, Joseph Sti-
glitz, 2001 Nobel Prize in Economics, gave a talk "On the 
lack of resilience of the neoliberal model” in the offices 
of the Espacio Público study center.

OCTOBER 2022

Through a review of the current political and economic 
scenario, Stiglitz addressed the close relationship that 
exists between the current model and the danger of au-
thoritarianism. “There are problems that are generating 
crises in democracies, in fact, there are countries in which 
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elections are no longer believed,” he reflected. Emphasizing 
the limitations of the neoliberal model, the economist 
proposed "progressive capitalism" as an alternative, which 
would imply a reinvigorated social democracy, in which a 
contract between the State and civil society is generated.

His presentation was commented by Jeannette von 
Wolfersdorff, economist and author of the book "Capi-
talism"; Ignacio Briones, former Minister of Finance and 
academic at the Adolfo Ibáñez University; and Eduardo 
Engel, director of Espacio Público.

MEETING with Joseph Stiglitz at Espacio Público. In the picture (from left to right): Jeannette von Wolfersdorff, Joseph Stiglitz, Ignacio Briones, and Eduardo Engel.
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“This discussion of neoliberalism 
arises from the question of how 
well this system has responded 
to the many crises the world is 
facing. The question is what is the 
alternative?”.    

JOSEPH STIGLITZ, 
2001 Nobel Prize in Economics.
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Ipsos Survey – Espacio Público 
by Constituent Process

With the aim of analyzing the percep-
tions of citizens after the Rejection 
option was imposed in the exit refe-
rendum, Espacio Público and Ipsos 
Chile launched a special edition of 
the report “Claves Ipsos”. The study 
surveyed 801 Chilean men and women 
online to find out their opinion and 
perceptions regarding the constitu-
tional process.

The survey concluded that 74% of 
people are in favor of having a new 
Constitution. Those who supported 
this the most were young people 
between the ages of 18 and 29, with 
81%. In addition, there was significant 
support for ensuring gender parity, 
the presence of native peoples and 
independent people in a new draf-
ting body.

NOVEMBER 2022
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“The last remaining challenge is to find a body capable of overcoming 
the frustration with the Convention. This begins by recognizing that 
the behavior of its members was one of the main reasons for the 
Rejection. According to the Espacio Público survey, citizens seem 
less inclined towards a body with the same characteristics as the first 
process and more divided on the alternatives”.

JAVIER SAJURIA,
director of Espacio Público.
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Seminar "Inequality and poverty in Chile: 
urgent challenge"
"Chile is very unequal in many dimensions", with that 
phrase Michael Walton, an academic at the Kennedy 
School of Harvard University, began his lecture at the 
seminar "Inequality and poverty in Chile: an urgent 
challenge", which was held in the offices of the Espacio 
Público study center.

With a presentation marked by the analysis of the pat-
terns and influences that have led to the perpetuation 
of inequality in our country, the American academic was 

NOVEMBER 2022

emphatic in pointing out that "the fundamental issue 
in this matter is the interaction between entrenched 
inequalities and the design of policies" .

Once finished, the presentation was commented by Matías 
Cociña, head of the Social Observatory Division of the Ministry 
of Social Development and Family; Juan Cristóbal Romero, 
executive director of Hogar de Cristo and Andrea Repetto, 
director of Espacio Público and president of the Foundation 
for Overcoming Poverty (Superación de la Pobreza).
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“Poverty is many things, not just lack of income. It is the 
difficulty in leading the life you want to lead”.

ANDREA REPETTO,
director of Espacio Público.

SEMINAR "Inequality and poverty in Chile: urgent challenge". In the image (from left to right): Andrea Repetto, Michael Walton, Juan Cristóbal Romero and 
Matías Cociña.
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ReAL: Corruption Indicator Report in Latin America Pilot 
Implementation: Chile, Colombia and Mexico

Espacio Público, in association with 
the Latin American Anti-Corruption 
Network (ReAL), presented a pilot 
plan for the implementation of four 
corruption indicators, in Chile, Mexico 
and Colombia. The project, developed 
during 2021 and 2022 by a team of 
expert researchers, integrates four 
criteria, which allow recording data 
that is not captured by current indi-

DECEMBER 2022

cators and improve understanding 
of the state of corruption in each 
country. considering its social and 
institutional aspects.

The proposal was presented in dep-
th in the 2022 version of the ReAL 
Conference "Measuring corruption 
in Latin America: challenges and 
innovations". The event was attended 

by Eduardo Engel, director of Espacio 
Público, Francisco Pino, researcher in 
charge of project implementation, 
Francesca Recanatini, Lead Economist 
(Governance) of the World Bank, Elsa 
Peraldi, Senior Manager (Integrity & 
Anti-corruption) of Global Integrity, 
Víctor Saavedra, associate researcher 
at Fedesarrollo, and Benjamín García, 
researcher at Espacio Público.

REAL 2022 CONFERENCE. In the image (from left to right): Benjamín García. Elsa Peraldi, Francisco Pino, Francesca Recanatini and Victor Saavedra.
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Directors of Espacio 
Público present in the 
Work Commission for 
Pension Reform

On Wednesday, December 21, Paula Benavides, executive 
president of Espacio Público, delivered her vision of the 
project that creates a new mixed pension system in the 
Labor Commision of the Chamber. In her presentation, the 
economist detailed the positive aspects of the initiative, 
the areas for improvement, and the issues on the agenda 
that could be blocking the substantive discussion.

For his part, Eduardo Engel attended the commission 
on Wednesday, January 4, in which he proposed some 
modifications to elements of the project, focusing on the 
self-loan figure, the coverage of the Universal Guaranteed 
Pension (PGU) and the separation of the AFP industry.

Finally, Andrea Repetto submitted her comments to the 
project on Tuesday, January 17th. In his presentation, 
he emphasized the objectives that a pension reform 
must achieve and also warned about the contradiction 
of including withdrawals and self-loans in the initiative.

DECEMBER 2022
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Public Safety Report: 
Recent Trends in Crime

Since the return to democracy, citizen 
security has become one of the main 
concerns of citizens and this is demons-
trated by various opinion polls over the 
years. For this reason, with the aim of 
contributing to the public debate and 
supporting public policy proposals that 
make it possible to correctly address 
the problem, Espacio Público launched 
its first "Public Security Report: Recent 
Trends in Crime." The publication was 
presented at the seminar “How do we 
deal with crime? Agenda for effective 
public security”, which included the 
participation of Carolina Tohá, Minister 
of the Interior and Public Security; Pa-
tricio Domínguez, Director of Espacio 
Público and academic of the Faculty of 
Engineering of the Catholic University; 
Daniel Johnson, Executive Director 
of Paz Ciudadana; Carolina Leitao, 
president of the Chilean Association 
of Municipalities, and Mauricio Duce, 
director of Espacio Público and aca-
demic at the Law School of the Diego 
Portales University.

DECEMBER 2022
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“The crime phenomenon is complex, considering that 
there are minor, serious and very serious crimes (...) A set 
of indicators is required to analyze the phenomenon. An 
indicator is not enough to draw conclusions”.

PATRICIO DOMÍNGUEZ,
director of Espacio Público.

SEMINAR How do we deal with crime? Agenda for an effective public security”. In the image (from left to right): Patricio Domínguez, Daniel Johnson, Paula 
Benavides, Carolina Tohá, Carolina Leitao and Mauricio Duce.
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WE PUBLISHED:

We obtained 267.884 
visits to our website

more than 5.000 
followers on LinkedIn

1.174 APPEARANCES 
IN THE PRESS

more than 65.000 views on 
our YouTube channel

more than 66.000 
followers on Twitter

more than 8.000 
followers on Facebook

more than 14.000 
followers on Instagram

10 REPORTS AND 
PUBLICATIONS

WE CONDUCTED:
10 SEMINARS AND 

WEBINARS

More than 160 
FACE-TO-FACE ATTENDEES 

More than 850 
PEOPLE TUNED IN ONLINE

More than 6.000 
VIEWS ON AVERAGE



FINANCING
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»

Income by project

Pesos Dolares*

OPERATING RESULT

Remunerations
Fees and other services
Research expenses
Administration expenses
Office lease
Office supplies

INCOME

INCOME STATEMENTS

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES

Total income

RESULT OF THE YEAR

Total operating expenses

INCOME / NON-OPERATING EXPENSES

Depreciation
Banking expenses
Exchange rate

NON-OPERATING RESULT

Figures in thousands of Chilean Pesos $ (CLP)
*USD 859,51

This balance has been carried out in accordance with standards adopted by the main international think tanks. 
The financial statements were audited by PKF Chile Auditores Consultores Ltda. (available upon request).

1.021.028
1.021.028

1.188
1.188

-265.394
-112.213

-369.302
-119.424
-14.687

-1.669
-882.689

-309
-131
-430
-139

-17
-2

-1.027

-992
-3.351

-43.320

-1
-4

-50

138.339 161

-47.663 -55

90.676 105
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Espacio Público’s collaborators make financial contribu-
tions to the foundation with the purpose of contributing 
to the fulfillment of its goals. For this, they provide 
basal financing to the institution, which implies that this 
financing is not conditioned to be used in the research of 
projects or specific items, or subject to any other condi-
tion. Contributions can be made periodically or once. A 
collaborator is considered to be someone who has made 
financial contributions during the calendar year in which 
the contribution was made. All individuals over 18 years 

Mariana Alarcón

Marcela Angulo

Magdalena Balcells

Eduardo Bitrán 

Andrea Butelmann

Luis Cordero

Mauricio Duce 

Valentina Durán

Martín Engel 

Patricio Fernández

Collaborators
of age who consider the contribution of Espacio Público to 
be relevant, as well as their vision and values, can become 
collaborators of Espacio Público. Legal entities, profit or 
non-profit organizations that have matching interests — 
their members or programing directors, values and/or 
objectives with Espacio Público may also be collaborators, 
subject to strict restrictions on conflicts of interest. No 
collaborator, whether individuals or legal entities, may 
individually make a contribution greater than 20% of the 
total annual budget of the foundation in a calendar year.

Pablo García

Sebastián Gray

Ignacio Hurtado

Sebastián Kraljevich

Alejandro Majlis

Claudio Mesa

Nicole Nehme

Rocío Noriega 

Lionel Real 

Andrea Repetto 

Loreto Rodríguez

Pablo Simonetti 

Riola Solano 

Eugenio Tironi

Verónica Undurraga

Cecilia Valdés

Rodrigo Valdés

María Velasco 

Pilar Velasco

Luis Weinstein
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Ford Foundation, Hewlett Foundation, Open Society Foundations 
(OSF).

CONTRIBUTION (Range in millions of CLP)

LESS THAN 20 
MILLION CLP
(Less than approx. 
25,000 USD)

Chilean Agency for International Development Cooperation 
(AGCID), Embassy of Canada, Embassy of the United States, Forge 
Foundation, Institute of Peruvian Studies (IEP), International Labor 
Organization (ILO), Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), 
Stiftelsen Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), UNESCO, Total 
donation from Espacio Público collaborators (30 members)

BETWEEN 50 AND 
100 MILLION CLP
(Between approx. 
62,000-125,000 USD)

National Endowment for Democracy (NED).

OVER 100 
MILLION CLP
(Over approx. 
125,000 USD)

BETWEEN 20-50 
MILLION CLP
(Between approx. 
25,000-62,000 USD)

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), European Climate 
Foundation (ECF), Flacso Costa Rica

Funding sources

Espacio Público donors are institutions that provide financing for the development of research or advocacy activities 
associated with the areas of interest of Espacio Público, with the aim of contributing evidence to the discussion 
of public policies. Most of them are organizations or foundations whose objectives are related to social and/or 
economic development in Chile and the region. In the case of financing from public institutions in Chile, this has 
been obtained through public tenders.
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